
A d m i s s i o n :

Suggested donation: $3.00 Adults, Children under 10 Free

Your donations are the primary source of funds for Independence Ghost 
Town and provide for ongoing preservation, brochures, picnic tables, staff, 
etc. Please take only pictures and leave no trace so that others can enjoy our 
beautiful town.

The Ghost Town of Independence is a National Register Historic Site 
maintained as an educational resource by the Aspen Historical Society, with 
an interpretive partnership with the Aspen Center for Environmental Studies 
(ACES), both 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations. 

A s P E n  H i s T o R i C A L  s o C i E T Y :

• Wheeler/ Stallard House Museum and Archives – 
620 West Bleeker St., Aspen 

•   Holden Marolt Mining and Ranching Museum –  
Marolt Open Space, Aspen

• Ashcroft Ghost Town - 11 miles south of Aspen on Castle Creek Road.
• Independence Ghost Town - 16 miles east of Aspen on Hwy 82.

The Aspen Historical Society provides: Victorian West End Walking tours; 
Bike tours; Live interpretation; HISTORY COACH  tours; Exhibits; Public 
Archives; Historic Photographs and Research; Children and Adult Workshops 
and Educational Programs and Special Events.

Call 970-925-3721 for more information.

With special thanks to the Aspen Center for Environmental Studies, Pitkin 
County Commissioners/Pitkin County Land Management, Independence 
Foundation, U.S. Forest Service, and all our volunteers.  Also, thanks to 
a grant from the State Historic Fund and the US Forest Service, we are 
currently developing a preservation plan for the Town of Independence.



620 W. BLEEkER ASPEn, CO 81611  

TEL 970.925.3721 · 800.925.3721  

FAx 970.925.5347  
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Blacksmith

Blacksmith
Shop

Hotel/Boarding House
Restaurant/Saloon

Cunningham’s 
Bakery

Hotel

INDEPENDENCE GHOST TOWN

Roaring Fork River

To Independence Pass

NATIONAL FOREST LAND

NATIONAL FOREST LAND

1

2
3

4

5

6

Highway 82

Little Tillie Lode

MILL SITE

To Aspen 82

Parking Area

1. Interpreters & Naturalist’s Staging area
2. Ted Ackerman's Boarding House 
3. General Store
4. Stables
5. J.B. Conner’s Boarding Hotel
6. Farwell Stamp Mill and Boarding House
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Elevation 10,920'
Welcome to the upper Roaring Fork Valley.  Since the beginning of time, 

geologic forces from violent mountain building events to massive glacial cutting 
epochs have shaped the landscape we experience today.  The mountains directly 
around you, which rise to 13,000’ - 14,000’, are covered with a rich Spruce/Fir 
forest ecosystem topped by a high alpine environment. These habitats provide 
sustenance and protection for the native flora 
and fauna from the rich biodiversity of valuable 
riparian areas lower down to the high mountain 
tundras that nourish tiny indigenous flowers. 

The native Ute Indians were able to find all 
they needed to flourish in these mountains, 
but by the late 1800s those minimal Ute needs 
had given way to the insatiable wants of the 
growing United States’ belief in manifest destiny. 
Ultimately this valley, whose surface ecology 
has supported an intricate balance of plants and animals for millennia, was also 
hiding a buried treasure – silver and gold – that was more irresistible to the 
hordes of American pioneers than the simple subsistence living the Utes and 
animals had long ago perfected. 

In the geologic blink of an eye, the upper Roaring Fork valley was changed 
forever.

Legend has it that prospectors discovered gold in the area on Independence 
Day, July 4, 1879.  A tent city sprang up almost immediately and by 1880 there 
were 300 people living in the camp.  Though in its brief history it had many 
names - Chipeta City, Sparkhill, Mammoth City, Mount Hope, Farwell, Hunter's 
Pass – but one name stuck: Independence.

By 1881, the Farwell Consolidated Mining Company had acquired most of the 
producing mines as well as a large sawmill. That summer the town’s population 
grew to 500 and was served by seven restaurants, 24 retail and grocery stores, 
a newspaper called the "Miner,"five saloons and two boarding houses: a miner 
could get room and board for $2 a day.  Eventually the town had up to 47 
businesses as well as three area post offices and an estimated population  
of 1,500. 

i n d E P E n d E n C E  G H o s T  T o w n



Despite what turned out to be the short 
lived boom at Independence, over $190,000 
worth of gold was produced between 1881 and 
1882.  Typical of mining towns, however, the 
bust soon followed and by 1883 production 
dropped to $2,000.  By 1888, only 100 citizens 
remained in the high mountain town.  The 
abundant work, good pay and milder climate of 
Aspen lured miners away from Independence as 
daily life at 10,920 feet was not easy: the citizens 
of Independence could expect to be blanketed 
in snow from early October to late May.   

Finally, in February of 1899, a series of 
severe snow storms cut off the supply routes to 
Independence. The few remaining miners and their families, who were running 
out of food, proceeded to dismantle their homes, made 75 pairs of skis and 
escaped en masse to Aspen. They made light of the adventure by mak¬ing it a 
race of the “Hunter Pass Tenderfoot Snow Shoe Club” (10-12 foot long skis with 
a leather foot strap), entry fee: one ham sandwich.

Time and weather have erased much of Independence since that historic 
winter. High winds, crushing snowfalls and careless treasure hunters have 
destroyed many of the buildings and countless artifacts.

In 1974, to help protect the town, Independence was added to the National 
Register of Historic Sites. By the mid 
1980's, thanks to the efforts of Ramona 
Markalunas and many volunteer groups, 
several cabins had been restored.

Today the ghost town of 
Independence is a shadow of its former 
mining glory. As you walk around the 
town, look for the "ghost" interpreters 
to learn more about the amazing history 
of this town.



Map References

1 I ntern Cabin - This is the staging and living area for our Ghost Interpreters 
and naturalist's activities. Please respect their privacy.

2  The row of buildings in this area was part of the commercial “core” 
and primarily consisted of hotels, saloons and restaurants. Most of the 
commercial buildings were made from the same type of rough-hewn logs as 
the cabins.

3  General Store - There is only speculation that this building was a General 
Store. The large scale and spacious layout suggest it was used to supply the 
miners with the neces¬sities of life at 10,900 feet.

4  Stables - Only a trace remains of the sta¬bles, which once housed the many 
mules, donkeys, and horses needed to haul ore and to make the treacherous 
journey over the Continental Divide to Leadville. The stage road was 
completed in 1881.

5  This building is believed to have been J. B. Conner's Boarding House. J. B. 
is thought to be the first person to erect a cabin. Independence boasted 
many boarding houses, offering a hot meal and a warm place to rest during 
the long trip from Leadville to Aspen, which took two to three days in the 
summer and up to five days in the winter. The boarding houses were also 
used by the miners, most of whom were single men.

6  Farwell Stamp Mill - The original Farwell Mill was built in 1880 and was then 
augmented by a newer and larger mill which by 1882 housed 30 stamps. The 
newer mill was dismantled during the early 20th Century as it was scavenged 
for building materials while the original mill burned down in 1912. A number 
of the supporting timbers from the second mill are still visible.


